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ASSENT TO BE A RESEARCH SUBJECT

[Insert Study Title]

Instructions are in italics. These statements should be removed from the actual consent form. Blue font should be changed to black on the actual consent form.

13 – 17 Year Olds

If minor subjects are between the ages of 13 and 17, the PI may assume that they can read and comprehend the parental consent form. A separate assent document is not required for these “mature minors”. Add the Assent Signature Block below to the main Consent Form for parents and minors both to sign. 
The following is to be added under the study title of the informed consent when participants are children & adults.  When this information is included, only one informed consent document is required.

If participants include those under 18 years of age: 1) The subject's parent or legal guardian will be present when the informed consent form is provided. 2) The subject will be able to participate only if the parent or legal guardian provides permission and the minor (age 13-17) provides his/her assent. 3) In statements below, the word "you" refers to your child who is being asked to participate in the study.
*For Minors 13-17 years of age:  
My participation has been explained to me, and all my questions have been answered.  I am willing to participate.
Print Name of Minor

Age of Minor

Signature of Minor

Date

1 – 12 Year Olds
Signed assent of a minor below the age of 7 is generally not recommended. Tailor the Assent template below into an oral script to be read to these subjects.
I am a researcher at the University of South Carolina. I am working on a study about (...) and I would like your help. I am interested in learning more about (…). Your parent/guardian has already said it is okay for you to be in the study, but it is up to you if you want to be in the study.

If you want to be in the study, you will be asked to do the following:


• Answer some written questions about (…) (how long it will take, when etc.)

• Meet with me individually and talk about (…). The talk will take about (…) minutes and will take place at (…).
Any information you share with me (or study staff) will be private. No one except me (or study staff, if applicable) will know what your answers to the questions are (modify if parents or teachers are told). (If audio/video – taping, insert information about who will hear/see tapes).  

You do not have to help with this study. Being in the study is not related to your regular class work and will not help or hurt your grades (OR change the medical care you receive, etc.). You can also drop out of the study at any time, for any reason, and you will not be in any trouble, and no one will be mad at you.
Please ask any questions you would like to about the study.  
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