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Tjuan Dogan, PhD 
2002 GJMPP Alumna      

Global Philanthropic 
& Social Impact
Strategist
Atlanta, Georgia

GJMPP Alumna Establishes 
College of Education Endowment

Dr. Tjuan Dogan is passionate about education and 
has built a multi-decade career as a philanthropic and 
social impact strategist dedicated to increasing 
educational access and opportunity around the world. 
She recently served as Global Director of Social Impact at 
Coursera where she developed strategies to impact 
global societies and transform lives through learning. 
Coursera, a certified B Corp, is one of the world’s leading 
online learning platforms with a mission to provide 
universal access to world-class learning.  

Dogan has held previous leadership positions in 
corporate social responsibility, philanthropy, and social
impact with Emory University, IBM, the Arthur M. Blank 
Family Foundation, and the Southern Education 
Foundation.  She is a recipient of the Atlanta Business 
Chronicle’s 2021 Leaders in Corporate Citizenship Award,
which honors individuals who have demonstrated servant 
leadership and a strong commitment to corporate 
responsibility and community impact. In 2020, she 
received Emory University’s Staff Sustainability Innovator 
Award while serving as

Assistant Vice President for Social Impact Innovation.
She is a native of Greenville, SC, and earned her 

BA in journalism, MEd and PhD in education, with a 
concentration in business management, at the 
University of South Carolina (USC); and was an 
inaugural scholar in the African American Professors 
Program, now known as the Grace Jordan 
McFadden Professors Program. She completed a 
year-long fellowship at Harvard Business School after 
earning her PhD.; and as a committed lifelong 
learner, she earned a Master of Religion and Public 
Life degree at Candler School of Theology, Emory 
University, twenty years after completing her PhD.  
Dogan is a life member of the USC Alumni 
Association and was recognized as a distinguished 
alumna of the College of Education. She was an 
undergraduate recipient of the prestigious 
Caroliniana Award, and her name appears in the 
Hall of Leaders in the Russell House University Union. 
In 2023, USC honored her with a brick on the historic 
Horseshoe, recognizing her and 17 other Black 
women trailblazers who left a legacy at USC.  

Dogan is a board member of Science ATL, a 
volunteer mentor with the Girl Scouts of Greater 
Atlanta, and a member of Delta Sigma Theta 
sorority. She is an alumna of the American Israel 
Education Fellowship, Atlanta Regional 
Commission’s Regional Leadership Institute, Institute 
for Educational Leadership’s Education Policy 
Fellowship, Leadership Georgia, Leadership South 
Carolina, and the German Marshall Fund’s Marshall 
Memorial Fellowship. She enjoys live theater, golf, 
patio gardening, traveling and making stained glass 
art.  

In 2024, she gratefully established the Dr. Tjuan 
Dogan College of Education Endowed Scholarship 
to invest in the next generation of scholars at USC 
and encourage them to pursue their purpose and 
persevere. Dogan is a life member of the USC 
Alumni Association and was recognized as a 
distinguished alumna of the College of Education, 
where she also serves on the Dean's Advisory Board.
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“What a wonderful opportunity it is to express gratitude to colleagues and supporters who continuously 
extend their interest and endorsement for the vision of the Grace Jordan McFadden Professors Program. 
We recognize with the passage of time that you are our source of continuity moving forward. Let it be 
known that individuals both near and far constitute a collegial family for which we extend thanks. Scholars, 
colleagues, and alumni alike are among the continual sources of professional energy paramount to our 
future. During times of national and international change GJMPP accepts its appeal essential to 
generating energy in compliance with social and economic demands. Individuals who have brought 
ideas of unique interest are highlighted through our program and welcome responsibilities toward 
change. Nuclear and global demands rest upon our shoulders as we come to know each one’s 
responsibility in seeking peace and humanitarian goodwill essential toward survival. Graduates of this 
program envision their challenge in achieving the best for their state, nation, and world.”
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I was an AAPP/GJMPP scholar from 2014-2016 while completing my Ph.D. in Biomedical Sciences at 
USC. The AAPP/GJMPP fellowship was instrumental in helping me realize that I, too, had what it takes to 
become a distinguished academic. What especially set this fellowship apart was the unique opportunity to 
engage with scholars from diverse disciplines across the university. This level of intellectual range was unlike 
anything I had encountered before. Hearing about cutting-edge research and discoveries from the School 
of Journalism to the Business School, I found enormous inspiration and motivation from other AAPP/GJMPP 
scholars. The fellowship fostered a supportive and inclusive environment where I truly felt a sense of 
belonging—not only because of the range of academic perspectives, but also because AAPP/GJMPP 
scholars came from diverse backgrounds and regions across the country, and the world.

Through the support and guidance of Dr. Johnnie McFadden and Rhittie Gettone, the fellowship 
prepared me for a future as a professor, one of its key goals. Today, I am honored to serve as the Endowed 
Herbert and Florence Irving Assistant Professor of Physiology & Cellular Biophysics at Columbia University, as 
well as an Assistant Professor in the departments of Biomedical Engineering and Dermatology at the School 
of Engineering and the Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons, respectively. At Columbia, I direct the 
Laboratory for Synthetic Regeneration and Systems Physiology, where my research builds upon some of the 
biomedical foundations I established during my AAPP/GJMPP fellowship. My current work now focuses on 
developing genetic engineering strategies to regenerate organs and repair deep skin wounds—an 
endeavor directly inspired by the curiosity and drive that the AAPP/GJMPP fellowship helped to cultivate 
in me. I will forever be grateful to the AAPP/GJMPP fellowship program for its unwavering support—not only 
for my education but also for my growth as both a scholar and an individual.

GJMPP Alumnus Highlight
Yvon L. Woappi, Ph. D., 2016

Biomedical Sciences
The Endowed Herbert and Florence Irving Assistant Professor

Department of Physiology & Cellular Biophysics

Assistant Professor, Biomedical Engineering & Dermatology

Vagelos College of Physicians & Surgeons

Columbia University | New York, NY
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Responding to Fight the Bite: GJMPP/PREP Alumna and CDC Health Scientist defends against the Zika Virus 
As an avid lover of science and all things health related, Courtney Callahan always knew from a young 

age that she wanted to work in the health field. It was while a junior at Winthrop University working with her 
zoologist professor that her interest in bacteria and viruses peaked. “I find it fascinating that the tiniest of 
organisms have such enormous impacts on our health and our world,” Courtney says. “Most things can be 
explained and better understood at the microbial level.” 

Because more preparation was warranted before entering graduate school, Courtney joined the Post-
baccalaureate Research Education Program (PREP) at the University of South Carolina where she gained 
experience and a solid foundation for graduate studies. After PREP, she was admitted to the Ph.D. program 
in Biomedical Sciences at the University of South Carolina’s School of Medicine.  

After graduating with a Ph.D. degree in 2012, Courtney obtained a fellowship working at the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) detecting incapacitating agents and fentanyl's in bodily fluids. 
Less than a year later, she accepted a full-time position working as a biologist and response team member 
aiding against biothreats such as anthrax and plague. Currently, Courtney’s focus has been emergency 
preparedness and response where she works as a health scientist. 

While at CDC, Courtney has assisted with major outbreaks such as the Ebola Virus outbreak, but more 
recently in 2017 she has responded to the Zika Virus outbreak, where she worked in CDC’s Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC). As a result of her contributions in EOC laboratory operations, Courtney positively 
impacted the direction of the Zika Virus response by monitoring and coordinating various CDC task force 
teams and external laboratories. 

Dedicated to public health promotion and disease prevention, Courtney continues to strive to rapidly 
address the many emerging public health needs on the front lines.  “If my efforts can make this world a little 
safer and healthier, then I have done my job,” she says. “There is much more work ahead, and I’m just 
getting started.” 

Source: https://sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/medicine/education/biomedical_sciences/phd_program/prep_program/success_stories/courtney_callahan.php 
 

The impact AAPP/GJMPP had on my experience as a graduate student was profound. The program 
not only allowed me the opportunity to engage with other scholars and form lasting, supportive 
relationships but also the financial resources aided in my ability to maintain my studies and fund the 
completion of my PhD.  

AAPP/GJMPP was also much like a family. Both Mrs. Gettone and Dr. McFadden treated us all like their 
beloved children and poured so much knowledge into us. They both always maintained an open-door 
policy and ensured we constantly had the support we needed to be successful. Even years after 
graduation, support was provided and they maintained a close relationship by reaching out and providing 
assistance, if required.  

Through AAPP/GJMPP I was able to network with like-minded professionals and have once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunities to travel and attend conferences and other universities to further enhance my knowledge 
and experience. I was able to learn and obtain valuable skills such as public speaking, how to conduct 
research, as well as how to actively and successfully network. More than 12 years later, I'm still reaping the 
benefits of having been a part of AAPP/GJMPP and I am forever grateful.  

GJMPP Alumna Highlight 
Courtney T. Callahan, Ph.D., 2012 

Biomedical Sciences 
Health Scientist 

Emergency Preparedness & Response 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) | Atlanta, GA 
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GJMPP ALUMNI TENURED 
 

 

Derrick C. Scott, PhD, 2014 AAPP Alumnus 
Biological Sciences 
Professor and Dean (Tenured) 
College of Natural and Health Sciences 
Virginia State University 
Petersburg, Virginia 

 

Ari Perez Mejia, PhD, 2014 SEAGEP Alumnus 
Civil and Environmental Engineering College of Engineering and Computing 
Assistant Professor (Tenured) 
Civil Engineering  
School of Engineering  
Quinnipiac University  
Hamden, Connecticut 

 

Kevin M. Daniels, PhD, 2013 AAPP/SEAGAP Alumnus 
Electrical Engineering  
Associate Professor (Tenured) 
Department of Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Institute for Research in Electronics & Applied Physics 
Fischell Institute for Biomedical Devices 
University of Maryland 
College Park, Maryland 

 

Toby L. Nelson, PhD, 2013 AAPP/SEAGEP Alumnus 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Research Associate Professor (Tenured) 
Clean Manufacturing and Advanced Materials 
Oak Ridge Innovation Institute 
University of Tennessee 
Oakridge, Tennessee 

 

Anthony Palmer, PhD, 2011 AAPP Alumnus 
Journalism and Mass Communications 
Career Diplomate (Tenured) 
United States Foreign Service 
U.S. Department of State 
Consular Chief, U.S. Embassy 
Cotonou, Benin 

 

Dorinda J. Gallant, PhD, 2005 AAPP Alumna  
Educational Studies/Research and Measurement 
Associate Professor (Tenured) 
Quantitative Research, Evaluation and Measurement 
College of Education and Human Ecology  
The Ohio State University 
Columbus, Ohio 
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GJMPP ALUMNI TENURED 
 

 

George L. Johnson Jr. PhD, 2005 AAPP Alumnus  
Educational Studies/Special Education 
Chair, Department of Education 
Professor of Special Education (Tenured) 
Sped Academic Program Coordinator 
South Carolina State University 
Orangeburg, South Carolina 

 

Tracy H. Dunn, PhD, 2003 AAPP Alumna 
Marketing, Darla Moore School of Business 
Professor (Tenured) and Dean 
The Tyrone Adam Burroughs School of Business and Entrepreneurship  
Benedict College 
Columbia, South Carolina 

 

Sirena Hargrove-Leak, PhD, 2003 AAPP Alumna 
Chemical Engineering 
Professor of Engineering (Tenured) 
Department of Engineering, College of Arts and Sciences 
Elon University 
Elon, North Carolina 

 

Terry Carter, PhD, 2002, AAPP Alumnus 
English 
Professor of English (Tenured) 
College of Arts and Sciences  
Kennesaw State University  
Marietta, Georgia 

 
 

2024 GJMPP Alumni Data (N = 84) 

 
 

62% - Academia            7% - CEO/Self Employed
30% - Corporate               1% - Seeking Employment

                        12% - Tenured                   13% - Tenure-Track 
                        38% - Males                   62% - Females 
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GJMPP ALUMNI TENURE-TRACK 

 
Nancy A. Uriegas, PhD, 2024 GJMPP Alumna 
Exercise Science 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Department of Health and Human Performance 
Texas State University 
San Marcos, Texas 

 

Christinia L. Myers, PhD, 2022 GJMPP Alumna 
Mass Communications 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
School of Journalism 
College of Communications Arts & Sciences 
Michigan State University 
East Lansing, Michigan 

 

Denetra Walker, PhD, 2022 GJMPP Alumna 
Mass Communication 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Department of Journalism 
University of Georgia 
Athens, Georgia 

 

Noella Binda Niati, PhD 2020 GJMPP Alumna 
Educational Foundations and Inquiry  
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Education and International Development 
University of Cambridge 
Cambridge, UK 

 

Keisha Wilson, PhD, 2019 GJMPP Alumna 
Biological Sciences 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Department of Pathology, Microbiology, & Immunology 
University of South Carolina School of Medicine 
Columbia, South Carolina 

 

Candace C. Cunningham, PhD, 2018 GJMPP Alumna 
History 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Department of History  
University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville, Arkansas 

 

Erin C. McKie, PhD, 2017 GJMPP Alumna 
Management Science 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Department of Management Sciences  
Fisher College of Business 
The Ohio State University  
Columbus, Ohio 
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GJMPP ALUMNI TENURE-TRACK 

 

 

Simone A. Gause, PhD, 2016 GJMPP Alumna 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Director of Quality Enhancement Plan 
Coastal Carolina University 
Conway, SC 

 

Charity Brown Griffin, PhD, 2014 AAPP Alumna 
School of Psychology  
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Winston-Salem State University  
Winston- Salem, North Carolina 

 

Shakena L. Daniel, PhD, 2013 SEAGEP Alumna  
Chemistry and Biochemistry  
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Chemistry 
Wingate University  
Wingate, North Carolina 

 

A. TaQuesa McLeod, PhD, 2012 AAPP Alumna  
Health Services, Policy and Management 
Assistant Professor (Tenure Track) 
Health Care Management  
Lander University  
Greenwood, South Carolina 
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2024 GJMPP GRADUATES

Nancy Uriegas, Ph.D.
Exercise Science

College of Arts and Sciences
“Nutrition and Mental Health Factors Across Historically 

Black College and University Students”

Shanikque Barksdale, Ph.D.
Health Services Policy and Management

Arnold School of Public Health
“The Role of Telehealth and Obstetrics Capacity on 
Maternal Health Care: A Mixed Methods Approach”

Maxwell Akonde, Ph.D.
Epidemiology and Biostatistics
Arnold School of Public Health

Evaluating Multi-Biomarker Panels for the Early 
Detection of Ovarian Cancer".

Sowmya G. Raghu, Ph.D.
Mechanical Engineering

Molinaroli College of Engineering and Computing
“Redefining Gas Turbine Engine Development: A Digital 
Twin Framework by Integrating Operational Dynamics, 

Numerical Analysis and Machine Learning”
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2024 New GJMPP Scholars 
 
 
 

            
 

        Hiluf E. Abrahaa        Beatrice N. Quiroz 
           Epidemiology                  Educational Research and Measurement 

          Arnold School of Public Health                          College of Education 
 
 
 
 
 

         
     

Penias Tembo 
Epidemiology 

Arnold School of Public Health 
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August 2024 Scholar Demographics

4 - SOUTH CAROLINA 2 - NORTH CAROLINA 1 - COLORADO

3 - FLORIDA 1 - GEORGIA 1 - TENNESSEE

2 - NEW YORK 1 - MASSACHUSETTS 1 - MARYLAND

1 - WASHINGTON 3 - GHANA 1-ETHIOPIA

1 - ZIMBABWE 1 - ZAMBIA 1-NIGERIA

1 - ARGENTINA 1 - INDIA
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2024 Scholar Achievements 
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2024 Professional Development Workshops
January 2024 - Virtual

Composing and presenting a 30 
second elevator speech,

Jonathan Edwards, PhD, English 
Language and Literature
Publishing and Qualitative 

Research, 
Monique J. Brown, PhD, 

Epidemiology

February 2024 – In Person
   Mock Interview

Dr. Johnnie McFadden, GJMPP 
Director, and Nancy Uriegas, 

GJMPP Scholar, Exercise 
Science

March 2024 – Virtual
Navigating the Job Search

Toby Jenkins, PhD
Associate Vice Provost 

For Faculty Development

April 2024 – In Person
GJMPP Think Tank

August 2024 – In-Person
Scholar Welcome and
Program Orientation

Preparing Future Faculty (PFF)
Michelle L. Hardee, Ph.D.

Program Manager, TA Training
Center for Teaching Excellence

2024/2025 Monograph
Todd Shaw, Ph.D.

Distinguished Associate Professor
Political Science & African 

American Studies
College of Arts and Sciences

September 2024 –
In-Person

Fellowships and Scholarships 
Opportunities

Matt Klopfenstein, Ph.D.-Asst. 
Director of National Fellowships

Journeying Through Higher 
Education

Mary Anne Fitzpatrick, Ph.D.
Educational Foundation 
Distinguished Professor

Dean of the Faculty & VP for 
Faculty Affairs

Office of the Executive Vice 
President

October 25th, 2024 – In-Person
Conducting Culturally Sensitive 

Research
*Daniella Cook Sumpter, Ph.D.

Associate Professor Coordinator 
Secondary Social Studies

College of Education
Seeking Grant Opportunities

& Tips on Grant Writing
*Ryan G. Carlson, PhD, LPC

Chair, Educational & 
Developmental Science

Professor, Counselor Education
Director, Consortium for Family 

Strengthening Research
College of Education

November 22nd, 2024 – In-
Person

Community Service Month
Coordinators:

*Quentin Wedderburn,
School Psychology

*Oluranti Babalola, Health 
Services Policy & Management
*Penias Tembo, Epidemiology

December 15th, 2024 – In-
person

Graduation Celebration
and Dinner 

2024 Spring and Fall GJMPP 
Graduates
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Highlighting Community Outreach 
 
 

On November 15th, 2024, and December 1st, GJMPP 
organized a collection of winter clothing materials which 
were donated to the USC Blanket Drive to support 
individuals experiencing homelessness during colder 
months. The following GJMPP scholars have participated 
in one or more of the stated volunteer opportunities (USC 
Blanket Drive and Ronald McDonald House): James W. 
White III (Exercise Science), Gwen Hopper (Analytic 
Chemistry), Tremaine Sails-Dunbar (Health Promotion & 
Education), Oluranti Babalola (Social Work), and 
Tempestt Johnson (Language & Literacy). 

 

 

On November 9th, 2024, five volunteers prepared and served a 
taco bar featuring beef and turkey options, along with cookies 
and sweet buns, providing a delicious dinner for approximately 10 
families staying at the Ronald McDonald House. November 16th, 
six volunteers came together to create a hearty meal of spaghetti, 
garlic bread, salad, and baked goods, offering comfort and 
nourishment to approximately 12 families of sick and disabled 
children. 

 

 

 

 

Additional volunteer experiences include Penias Tembo 
(Member of the Youth Advisory Board, Colorectal Cancer 
Prevention Network), Christina Plakas (Workshop Leader 
between USC graduate students and systems-impacted 
community members), Amadi A. Sefah-Twerefour (Judge for 
Discover USC), Paddington Mundagowa (South Kilbourne 
Elementary School Community Scholars Program volunteer), 
Larissa Daniels-Hill (Hush No More: Domestic Violence Family 
Walk volunteer). 
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Thank you from the co-editors! 

    
Larissa Daniels-Hill                      Beatrice N. Quiroz 



Grace Jordan McFadden Professors Program (GJMPP) 
2024 Graduation Celebration 

Sunday, December 15, 2024  ~  5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Capstone, Carolina Campus Room, 1st Floor 

Program 
Welcome/Occasion 

Johnnie McFadden, Ph.D. 
The Benjamin E. Mays Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
Director, Grace Jordan McFadden Professors Program 

Greetings 
Ann Vail, Ph.D. 

Professor and Dean of the Graduate School 

Musical Performance 
Julian D. Owens, PhD, 2015 GJMPP Alumnus 

Blessing of Food 
Amadi A. Sefah-Twerefour, GJMPP Scholar 

Marine Science 

Dinner/Introduction of Speaker 

Words of Encouragement 
Tjuan Dogan, PhD, 2002 GJMPP Alumna 

Global Philanthropic & Social Impact Strategist 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Commentary 
Mary Anne Fitzpatrick, PhD 

Dean of the Faculty and Vice President for Faculty Affairs 
Office of the Executive Vice President 

Presenting the 2024 Graduates 
Andrea M. Fleming, PhD, 2020 

Associate Director, GJMPP 
Clinical Assistant Professor, College of Education 

2024 Graduates 
Shanikque L. Barksdale, PhD 

Health Services Policy and Management 
Arnold School of Public Health 

Nancy A. Uriegas, PhD 
Exercise Science 

Arnold School of Public Health 

Maxwell Akonde, PhD 
Epidemiology  

Arnold School of Public Health 

Sowmya G. Raghu, PhD 
Mechanical Engineering 

Molinaroli College of Engineering and Computing 

Remarks/Adjournment 
Johnnie McFadden 


